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RUR.'.L  DISTRICT  OF  BRIDGV/ATER 


ANNU.tL  REPORT  OF THE liEDIGAL OFFICER OF HEALTH  FOR 


Health  Department, 
Albert  Street, 
BRIDGWATER. 


August,  1950* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Third  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District.  The  Report  is  in  the 
same  abbreviated  form  as  its  predecessors. 

Apart  from  a rise  in  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate,  the  vital  statistics  show  little  change  on  the 
previous  year’s  figures. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support,  Mr.  Mails  and 
his  assistants  for  their  excellent  cooperation,  and  the 
Heads  of  other  Departments  for  their  assistance  during  the 
year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
R.  H.  VliTSON. 
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STATISTICS FOR THE  YEAR 124^ 


Area  (Acres)  _ 

Po  pul  a t i 0 n ( Reg  is  -tr  a r 'Gien6  ral  ’ s es  t i ma  t e ) 

No»  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  1949 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,.  1949 
Sum  . r e pr  es  on  t e.d  by . a Id  .--  rate  o n 3 1 s t D e c emb  e r , 
Comparability  Factor 


86 ,6o8 

19,400 

5,684 

£79,400 

1949  £ 333 

0.88 


Live  Births . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

179 

157 

336 

Illegitimate 

— 2 

-_5 

: Jd 

M 

162 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  17*99 
Still  Birt  h s « o*.  a*.  •*.  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  & still  births)  14.33 


Death.  Rate.  Total  number  of  deaths  234 

Rate  per  1,000  of  t^e : estimated  res ident  population  12.06 

Puerperal  Deaths 


Deaths  Rate  per  1.000  births 


From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

From  other  Mat.ernal  Causes  1 2.82 


Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Legitimate  14 

Illegitimate 

14 


Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  births  40.1 

Rate  for  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  41.67 

Rate  for  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  •• 

Other  Deaths 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  28 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  ViThooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Dia,rrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
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CAUSES  0?  DEATH DURING I949- ^ 


CAUSE  OF  DK'iTH 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

ALL  CAUSES 

116 

118 

234 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

m 

2.  Cerehro-spinal  fever 

m 

- 

3«  Scarlet  fever 

- 

m 

- 

4.  V/hooping  Cough 

- 

5*  Diphtheria 

« 

A* 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

7»  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

9»  InfJ;uenza 

4 

2 

6 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

4* 

m 

12'.‘' Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

m 

1 

1 

13*  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  Oesophagus  (m) 

Uterus  (f) 

m 

I4i  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

8 

15*  Cancer  of  breast 

■4 

•4 

km 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

8 

20 

17»  Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

l8.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

14 

21 

35 

19*  Heart  disease 

31 

39 

70 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

6 

5 

11 

21.  Bronchitis 

9 

7 

16 

22.  Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

23*  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

25*  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

- 

26.  Appendicitis 

27*  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

28.  Nephritis 

4 

4 

8 

29 • Puerperal  and  Post  Abortion  Sepsis 

- 

«• 

m 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

1 

1 

31«  Premature  birth 

6 

2 

8 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries, 

infantile  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

33*  Suicide 

3 

•4 

3 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  - 

m 

2 

2 

35*  Other  violent  causes 

3 

3 

36.  All  other  causes 

9 

3 

12 

— 
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PREVALENCE  AKD  CONTROL  OVER INEECTIOUS  AND 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  that  occurred  in  the  Rural  District  during 
1949«  The  table  is  drawiup  after  making  the  necessary 
amendments  to  the  original  notifications  owing  to  corrections 
in  diagnosis  by  either  the  practitioner  or  the  Medical  Officer 
at  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Diseas  e 


Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

Erys ipelas 

2 

Measles 

288 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

Scarlet  Fever  ; 

Who op ing  Cough; 

' . 1 

340 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
is  very  much  higher  than  the  previous  year,  but  i«  almost" 
ent  irely  "due  . tO'  the  usual  biannual  epidemic  of  measles. 

, j Diphtheria  Immunisation  ■ 

i - j - ; 

' I " The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who 
completed  a course  of  immunisation  during  the  year:- 


; Age  under  5 years 

Age  5 **  15  years 

Total 

00 

0 

j 

i ! 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

195 

The  methpd  of  protection  commonly  in  use  is  to  give 
each  child  two  immunising  injections  at  the  age  of  one  year 
and  a third  ..reinfopcing  inj  ection  early  in  school  life.  The 
reinf orC ing  i inj ection  is  most  important  to  ensure  protection 


during  the  early  school 
given  during  the  year. 


years,  and  215  such  injections  were 


Tuberculos is 


There  were  23  cases  of  respiratory  and  5 cases  of 
non-^respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year.  The 
figure  for  respiratory  cases  is  26  less  than  the  previous  year. 


Distribution  of  Meat 

Considerable  concern  was  felt  by  the  Council  over 
the  manner  by  which  the  Ministry  of  Food  delivered  meat  to  the 
retailers.  Practices  commonly  observed  could  not  be  tolerated 
by  any  community  v;ith  modern  standards.  Prolonged  and 
repeated  representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  and  it  is, 
therefore,  pleasing  to  r_eport  that  improvement  has  taken  place. 
Nevertheless  present  methods  must  only  be  of  a temporary  nature 
and  it  is  necessary  that  permanent  arrangements  be  made.  The 
Ministry  does  not  yet  appear  to  have  decided  upon  future  policy 
and  until  this  is  done  it  is  unlikely  that  meat  distribution  to 
retailers  in  the  Rural  District  will  be  entirely  satisfactory. 


M 


NQ.tional  Assistant  Act,  1948,  Section  47» 

This  Section  of  the  Act  enables  Local  Authorities 
/ Vi. -to  o^pply  to  .Court  3: or  an  order  to  secure  the  care  of  persons 
I who  by  reason’ Of  inf irmity,  old  age  or  other  conditions,,  are 
/ unable,- to  care. .for  thems-Glves  and  are  not  receiving  f rom"''b-thnr  . 
. /people-  proper  carO'  and.  attenti-on,^  cind  v/ho  are  living  in 

insanitary  conditions*  ‘Throo  cas'es-v/ero  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the 'Health  Department,  v;lth  possible  vi'ev;  -to  to-king  action 
under  this  Section, /but  in  ^11  cases  it  was,  possibles. „to  find  an 
Qmici.blc'sO^'ation,  bithcr  by  invoking  the  aid  of  relations,... 
homo.' helps , district  nurses,  or  by  persuading  the  individual 
voluntarily  to -enter  An  institution*- 

.SANITARY  CIRCUMSTA.NCES  OF  THE  AR^ 

1 ."'Water  ^unuly 

■■■  . Samples  of  water  have  been  regularly  taken  from 

the  various  sources  of  supuly  during  the  year,  and  generally 
speaking  thos-c  have  been  satisf aetory . Except  in  special 

and  isolated  circumstances  the  ctuantity  of  vi/ater  proved 
‘ sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

However,  supplies  in  the  parish  of  Over  Stowoy 
leave  much  to  bo  desired,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  an' adequate  piped 
supply  to  the  area  will  be  started  at  an  early  date. 

Result  of  bacteriological  examination: - 


Supply 

Numb  or  of 
cx.aminations 

Report 

Satisfactory  Not 

ss.tisf  aetory 

1.  Eiddington 

12 

1 - ■ 9 

3 

2.  Goathurst 

12 

8 

4 

3.  Nether  Stowoy 

9 

7 

2 

4.  Thurloxton 

12 

7 

5 

5*  Willoughby 

11 

11 

- 

'There  is  always  a danger  in  using  these  small 
untreated,  or  partially  treated  water  supplies.  Owing 
to  the  remoteness  of  the  source  of  sunply,  human  contamination 
is  not  likely,  but  should  it  occur  an  outbreak  of  enteric  fever 
might  result. 

2.  Seweraf-e 


The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  Northern  Group  of 
villages  is  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry.  It 
will  be  recalled  that  because  of  lack  of  suitable  drainage 
the  Ministry  have  not  aparoved  of  the  Council  building 
any  Post  War  houses  at  West  Huntspill. 
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3*  Housing 


The.  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  during 
the  year;-  ' 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army  Huts 
etc* 

Perm* 

Torap* 

Perm*'  •: 

Temp. 

Perm* 

Temp* 

Local  Authority 

48 

71 

Private  Enterprise 

15  - 

• - . 

9 

TOTALS 

63 

80 

— 

' 

Houses  requiredt- 

fa)  to  replace  those  unfit  ooo  *00  o.*  ooe  o*o  694- 

(h)  to  abate  overcrowding  000  eo«  .00  o«o:'  o».  e**  10 

(c)  where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  e«g«  two  families 

living  in  the  same  house,  but  not  included  in  (a)  or  (b)  Nil 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year  **0  000  000  «<>•  o**  o«*  730 

t 

-Houses  occupied  that  have  been  condemned  as  totally  unfit  I3 

4.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report  show  the"  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with* 


I 
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AmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  1949 


Mr«  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  submit  my  tenth  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  194-9® 

Staff. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Junior  Clerk,  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year*  This  po’st  was  filled  by  Mr.  J.H*  Crowle  until  9th  April, 
by  Mr.  P.  Worman  from  11th  April  until  2nd  July,  and  by  Mr.  D.  Cole 
from  4th  July. 


Complaints  and  Nuisances . 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  was  I7I  an  increase  of  29  on  the  previous  year.  In  many 
cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  but 
it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  25  Abatement  Notices,  an 
increase  of  eleven  on  1948*  On  inspection  a number  of  complaints 
were  found  to  be  not  justified  and  no  action  was  taken  in 
regard  to  them. 

Of  the  nuisances  found,  I32  were  abated  during  the 
year.  Some  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  getting  work 
carried  out,  and  in  a number  of  cases  extensions  of  time  were 
allowed  in  order  to  meet  the  complaints  of  owners  of  property 
that  they  were  unable  to  comply  with  requests  to  abate 
nuisances  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  In  many 
cases  it  was  obvious  that  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials  was 
being  used  as  an  excuse  in  an  endeavour  to  evade  the  owner’s 
responsibilities.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
nuisances  was  3^1® 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  taken  from  the  five  sources  of  supply  controlled  by  the 
Council  at  monthly  intervals  during  the  year,  and  additional 
samples  were  obtained  as  found  necessary. 

A total  of  62  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
water  supply  during  the  year. 

Hous ing. 

The  nm^.'ber  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the 
Housing  Acts  was  862.  11  houses  were  represented  as  unfit 

for  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost  and  Demolition  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council 
in  5 cases.  In  five  cases  the  Council  accepted  undertakings  from 
owners  to  carry  out  approved  works  within  a stipulated  time. 

Ten  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  were  demolished 
during  the  year. 

Some  improvement  was  evident  during  the  year  in 
the  supply  position  of  building  labour  and  materials,  but 
the  high  cost  of  building  work  is  still  an  important  factor 
in  the  efforts  which  are  constantly  being  made  to  improve 
housing  conditions.  The  continued  control  of  house  rents 
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at  pr6'*'w^ir  levsl  makes  it  still  more  difficult  to  persuade 
owners  of  tenanted  houses  to...  spend  the  large  sums  of  money 
so  often  necessary  to  bring  their  property  up  to  anything 
like  a reasonable  standard.  In  most  cases  at  the  present 
time  the  cost  of  da.y •"to-day  maintenance  of  cottage  property 
far  exceeds  the  income  from  controlled  rents  and  any 
improvements '■  carried  out  can  only  be  at  the  cost  of  capital 
funds.  It  must,  hov/ever,  be  admitted  that  much  of  the 
dilapidation  so  evident  today  is  the  result  of  past  neglect. 


. The  Council  and  its  officers  in  fulfulling  their 
duty  under  the  Housing  Acts  have  over  a period  of  many , years 
:Striven  to  improve  housing  conditions  in  the  district  and 
this  work  has  been  reasonably  successful  and  in  my  opinion 
of  great  benefit  to  that  group  of  people  who  used  to  be  known 
as  "the  working  classes”.  , 

This  work  received  a most  serious  set-back  when,  on 
appeal  to ; the  Bridgwater  County  Court,  a Demolition  Order 
which  the  Council  had  made  in  respect  of  Primrose  Cottage, 

Puri  ton  was  quashed  by  the  Judge.  The  house  in  question  is 
probably  200  years  old  and  has  all  the  cardinal  defects 
usuali^  found  in  cottages  of  this  age,  and  in  addition  is 
in  a very  bad  state  of  repair^  all  modern  facilities  are 
lacking  and  the  cottage  is  situated  in  a field  with  no  proper 
approach  paths.  Detailed  evidence  of  sanitary  Refects  was 
put  before  the  Judge  but  in  spite  of  this  he  held  ttet  the 
cottage  was  not  unfit  for  human  habitation.  He  further 
expressed  the  opinion  that  demolition  orders  were  only 
intended  to  be  made  on- "derelict  property,  a house  which  could 
be  regarded  almost  as  something  disgraceful,  a blot  on  the 
landscape  so  to  speak". 


.-..The  result  of  this  judgement  has  been  that  the 
Council  have  lowered  their  housing  standard  considerably,  and 
are  now  applying  a very  low  standard  indeed;  a standard 
considerably  lower  than  that  in  general  operation  when  I 
entered  the  service  twenty  years  ago.  This  is  a most  deplorabl 
state  of  affairs,  and  it  seems  that  the  standards  of  fitness 
laid  dov7n  ih  Ministry  circulars,  the  Hobhouse  Report,  and  by 
the  Somerset  Rura,l  Housing  Committee  are  never  likely  to  be 
attained  in  this  district 


The  reconditioning  and'  alteration  of  existing  houses 
where  the  submission  and  approval  of  plans  is  not  necessary 
is  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
416  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  during  the  year.  I 
regret  that  it  is  again  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the 
difficult  position  in  which  your  Officers  are  placed  by  the 
lack  of  d modern  code  of  building  byelaws,  and. also  by  the 
absence  of  a comq.;!  ohens  juve  map  of  sewers. 


Ninety  five  visits  were  made  to  houses  in^respect 
to  which  grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers} 
Acts  and  the  Housing  (Pinancial  Provisions)  xicts. 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  continued  during  the 
year,  432  houses  having  been  inspected  and  classified  as 
followsi- 


Categories:-  lo  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  88 

2.  Minor  defects  141 

3c  Repairs  or  structural  alterations  I83 

4o  Suitable  for  Housing  (R.iv. ) Acts  36 

4aoSuita'ble  for  acquisition 
, 5«  Unfit  and  cannot  be  repaired  at 

a reasonable  expense  20 


Houses  in  Category  4 are,  of  course,  also  placed  in 
one  of  the  other  categoriesc 

Re-inspections  v/ere  made  in  seventeen  cases* 
Overcrowdinig  * 

Ten  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during 
the  year,  and  eight  cases  ,were  abated  by  informal  action. 

Twenty  two  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
overcrowding. 

In  many  cases  the  extent  of  the  overcrowding  is 
reported  to  be  half  a unit,  and  this  is  usually  considered 
not  very  serious,  but  in  view  of  the  very  low  overcrowding 
standard  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Acts,  in  which  all  habitable 
rooms  have  to  be  counted,  overcrowding,  by  half  a unTt  can, 
and  frequently  does,  indicate  gross  overcrowding  of  bedrooms > 

Factories  Acts.  19^7  and  1948 . 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 
under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937s- 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Number 

of 

Register 

Insps  0 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
2,  3»  ^ s,nd  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

89 

24 

7 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

- 

- 

M . 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  workers’ 
premis  es ) 

- 

- 

** 

TOTAL 

89 

24 
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No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pros  ecut ions 

Referred 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

2 

2 

Inadequate  ventilation  (So4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.?) 

3 

3 

■r 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

; 

(h)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

2 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

t 

1 TOTAL  J 

14: 

13 

1 

I, 

— ' — 



, Cit  4.  'W**'  

were  provided  at  two  factord^s* 

rnL^  npqp  referred  to  the  Council  /by  HoMo Inspector 
Of  ^aotoriS/aflound/r./  not  justified- as  no  females  are 
employed  at  the  factory  concerned. 

t “Rakehouses  • 

thirty  tio  visits  were  made  to ' bakehouses  , and  informal 
notices  were  duly  cjomplied  with. 

one  new  bakehouse  of  good  was  ^constructed 

and  brought  into  use  ^uring  otiigr  bakehouses  hare 

beer/arullir?e?ullfanl  considerlble  improvements  carried  out 
to  another  one. 

I-  •• 

Shops. 

Twenty  one  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out. 


(10) 


General  Sanitation 


The  following  improvements  were  carried  out, 
as  result,  of  informal  action! - 


generally 


;/.G’g 

Baths 

Sinks 

Chemical  closets 
Drainage  systems 
Lava 1 0 ry  h as i ns 
Connections  to  water  main 
Connections  to  sewer 
Larders 

Blushing  cisterns 
Urinals 


80 

45 

4 

46 
46 

6 

13 


1 


A numher  of  other  minor 
carried  out* 


improvements  were  also 


I am  pleased  to  he  able  to  report  the  gradual 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  few  years 
in  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences  at  licensed  premises*  During 
1949  entirely  new  or  reconstructed  conveniences  were  provided 
at  seven  licensed  houses,  and  similar  improvements  were  carried 
out  at  tv/elvG  licensed  premises  during  the  two  previous  years* 


lieat  and  Foods  0 


BTv,ry  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  maintain  the 
regular  inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  at  retail  shops  and 
s laugh '■  erhous es  146  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose* 


It  is  also  the  practice  to  inspect  the  meat  of 
animals  killed  for  liome  consumption  under  licences  issued  hy  the 
Food  Control  Comma  ttee,  and  in  view  of  the  percentage  of  animals 
found  to  he  diseased,  this  practice  has  been  found  to  he 
justified^  643  visits  v/ere  made  for  this  purpose. 

1 give  below  detailjS  of  food  condemned  during  the  yea,r! 

Beasts 


^Livers 
> Lungs 
, Beef 

S^ee_p 

- -.nd  organs 

Livers 

Plucks 

Hutton 

^gs 

Carcase  and  organs 

Head  and  tongue  ■ ■ 

Lungs 

Mesenteries  and  intestines 

Plucks 

Kidneys 

ether  foods 

Tins  and  jars  of  various  foods 

Eacen 

Chec-.e  e 

Fish 


1 

1 

67  Ihso 


1 

6 lbs  • 


488 

15  lbs* 
69^-  lbs* 

4 stones 
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in  a very 
the  yeara 


The  knackers  yard  at  Dunhall  is  "being  maintained 
good  condition  and  was  visited  on  29  occasions  during 


Milk  and  Dairies . 

On  1st  October  1949  the  supervision  of  milk  production 
was  transferred  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture .and  Fisheries.  Having  been  responsible  for  this 
work  for  so  many  years  it  is  natural  to  feel  considerable  regret 
at  the  loss  of  what  has  always  been  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
Council's  most  important  functions,  and  I feel  that  the  loss  of 
the  intimate  contact  which  existed  between  dairy  farmers  and 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  not  in  the  best 

milk  production.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  during  ^he 
past  ten  years  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  at  dairy 
Lrms  as  a result  of  informal  action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Order:- 


Hew  cowshed  floors  and  improved  drainage 
Improved  lighting  and  ventilation 
New  cowsheds 
New  dairies 

Main  water  supply  to  cowsheds 
New  milking  parlours 
Yards  concreted 


152 

21 

106 

98 

18 


20 

20 


In  view  of 

years,  and  the  diffic 
that  the  efforts  made 
without  result. 


the  fact  that  this  period  covered 
ult  period  following  the  V/ar,  it 
in  this  direction  have  not  been 


the  V/ar 
is  clear 
entirely 


The  number  of  inspections  of  dairies  cowsheds  from 

1st  January  to  30th  September,  194-9  was  246,  and  at  the  end  of 

period  theA  were  84?  producers  of  milk  “"A Aff "^‘!^evore 
including  125  producer  retailers.  The  numher  of  retail  p y 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  19. 


Ice  cream. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for 
sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  30,  and  7 premises 
were  ?lso  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  Each  of 
IhLe  m^LfafJurers  produced  ice  cream  by  cold  mix"  me  hod. 

followed  by  boiling  of  the  product.  Forty 
taken  during  the  year  the  results  being  a 

Eleven  samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  1 
Ten  samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  2 
Sixteen  samples  were  placed  in  provisional  ^^^de  3 
Eight  samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  4 

A total  of  117  visits  was  made  in  connection  with  the 
maiiuf  p rture  - storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream* 


Moveable  Dwellings . 

41  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveable  dwellings# 

TnfRP.tioua  Diseases . 

36  disinfections  were  carried  out  during 
54  visits  being  made  in  connection  with  infectious 


the  year, 
diseases  * 
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Verminous  Premises 


17  visits  were  made  to  verminous  premises  and 
19  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rodent  infestation 
in  addition  to  th.cse  made  hy  the  Rodent  Operative. 

The  post  of  Rodent  Operative  remained  vacant  until 

21st  March. 


Summary  of  Visits . 

t/ater  supply 
Drainage 
Knackers  Yard 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Pactories 
Rakehous  es 
Shops 

Rodent  Infestation 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Kuisances 
Kev/  './ork 

Housing  Inspections 
Overcrowding 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 
Infectious  Diseases 
Verminous  Premises 


Butchers 

Shops 

and 

Slaught erhous  es 

130 

Animals 

killed 

fo  r 

Home  Consumption 

643 

Cowsheds 

?.nd  Dairies 

246 

Ice  crea 

m Premises 

117 

Miscella 

neous  Pood 

Vis  its 

16 

Hous ing 

( R 3 V<  f ) 

^iC  ts 

, etc • 

95 

Pood  pr'eparing 

premises 

i 

,406 

62 

162 

29 

41 

24 

32 

21 

19 

139 

3d1 

416 

486 

22 

235 

54 

17 


I am,  Mr<>  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

P o 0 li/LiIDP 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector* 
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•Ur^V' 


